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According to one legend,
Valentine actually sent the 
first "valentine" greeting 
himself. Before his death, it is 
alleged that he wrote his 
jailer’s daughter a letter, 
which he signed "From your 
Valentine," an expression that 
is still in use today.
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Our Mission:
Reflecting 
the Love of Christ
to the World

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
 Philo Presbyterians LOVE February. Or maybe we just LOVE sweets.  Either 
way, we don’t want to miss February Fellowship.  

	 How Sweet! 
	 Join your friends 
and family for a 
Valentine themed Cookie 
Fest after church on 
Sunday, February 13.  
We’ll enjoy cookies, 
coffee and punch 
together in Fellowship 
Hall.  
	 Members are also 
invited to bring 
Valentines for residents 
of the Champaign County 

Nursing Home.  We’ll 
have Valentine makings 
for the kids, too.  
After the event, we’ll 
gather up the valentines 
and take them up to 
CCNH, where they’ll be 
distributed to folks who 
don’t receive Valentine 
greetings.  
	 Love, 
	 Andrea Burbach & 
Dale Silver - Fellowship 
Chairs.  

 Love 
bears all things 

believes all things
hopes all things 

endures all things.
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 Sunday School News

Youth Sunday School and 

the Wednesday After School 

Group are learning about the 

story of Creation found in 

Genesis 1 during January and 

February.  Using the Workshop 

Rotation Model, Mary Simon 

and her staff are teaching 

“Days of Creation” to an eager 

group of preschool through fifth 

graders.

During Lent (beginning 

March 6) a group of 4th and 5th 

graders will be learning about 

What We Believe in preparation 

for baptism and/or joining the 

church.  Prayers, please!  

Congratualtions to New Officers 

Fay Rouseff-Baker is a newly 

ordained elder, serving on 

Session now.  

AJ Bailey, Marshall Klein and 

Dirk Rice join Bob Lauchner and 

Larry Adelsberger as Trustees.

Marlene Evans will serve 

(again!) on the Board of 

Deacons along with Jan Siders, 

Karen Talbott, Terry Pratt and 

Betty Lauchner.

Mary Simon is SS Supt., 

assisted by Teri Patton.  

Don Rice is our Treasurer, 

and Janice Moore serves as 

Financial Secretary.

Dirk Rice and Frank Moore 

are Farm Managers.

Don’t Forget to pray for: 

Dear friend and Elder 
(in every sense of the 
word) Ed Bowers entered 
the Church Triumphant 
on January 30.  Our 
Christian sympathy to 
Mary, and all of Ed’s 
family and friends. 

Bob Rice continues to 
recuperate at Champaign 
County Nursing Home.

AJ Bailey’s father, 
James, was hospitalized 
in Minnesota last 
month. 

Sue Boucek’s Aunt 
Gloria is in rehab, 
after hip surgery 
following a fall.
 

Some of our other 
members have been 
staying safe at home 
during this wintry 
spell.  Please keep 
Karen Silver in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Congratulations to 
Jillanna Mercer, who 
finished her 
cosmetology courses 
with flying colors!  

FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY  

Fun Fact:  
Four PhiloPres 
Weddings are 
scheduled for 

2011
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Groups to Use Philo Pres 
Facility

Beginning this month, Philo 

Presbyterian will host two new 

groups:  One is a training 

program for Commissioned Lay 

Pastors in the Synod of Lincoln 

Trails.  About 10-15 elders from 

Illinois and Indiana will gather to 

learn the basics of preaching to 

Presbyterians.  They will meet 

quarterly, beginning Feb. 12.

The Junior Girl Scout Troop 

of Philo and Sidney also will use 

our space as they learn and 

work together.  They’ll meet 

every other Tuesday evening, 

from 6:00-7:30 pm.  We look 

forward to partnering with this 

group of 3rd and 4th grade girls 

and their leaders.  

In addition, the Home 

Extension Group for the Philo 

Area has been using Fellowship 

Hall on the 3rd Friday of each 

month for their meetings.  

And for the second year in a 

row, Philo Presbyterian was 

selected as the site for two of 

the four Synod meetings held 

annually.  These meetings of the 

regional Presbyterian body draw 

around 40-50 participants for all 

day Saturday meetings.  Groups 

from our congregation serve 

lunch, thereby raising a little 

extra money for our mission.  

We strengthen our connection 

to the larger church. And the 

Synod gets a great meeting/

worship space.  Win-Win.  

This year’s dates are April 30 

and Oct. 29.

CAMP CAREW
DIRECTOR TO 
SPEAK  2/20

Camp Carew Sunday
Dan Kingery, Director of 
our Presbytery’s Camp, 
will be at Philo 
Presbyterian on February 
20th to talk to us about 
the camp and to interest 
young people and families 
in participating in one of 
the camp session scheduled 
for this summer.  
!
He’ll also speak at Tolono 
Pres, and the folks there 
have invited us to a 
potluck lunch after their 
service.  They’ll provide 
fried chicken and drinks.  
Bring a dish to share!  

Walk a mile 
in someone’s 

shoes



[4]

An Open Letter about Presbyterian Mission from Pastor Cindy’s friend, Jeff DeYoe
Dear Hunter, (see inset below)

My wife Ruth and I just returned from spending a week 
in Guatemala with our daughter, Tina, who is serving 
our Church there in the Young Adult Volunteer program.   
While we were there we also had the opportunity to 
meet a couple of other Young Adult Volunteers who are 
there for the year as well.
 
I just wanted to share with you my admiration for these 
young people and their commitment to serve the PC
(USA) in this way.   They are most certainly serving in 
very challenging circumstances to say the least.   
Daughter Tina is working at a women's shelter/
daycare program in Quetzaltenango and 
living outside the city in a poor, rural area 
with her host family.   We had the 
opportunity to stay with them, and also 
meet the extended family, and even were 
able to celebrate the host mom's birthday 
last Saturday night in true Guatemalan style!   
On our last night there we were invited by the 
sister-in-law of Tina's host family to come to her 
home for supper.   I can honestly say that although I 
have eaten at some very poor tables in Colombia, 
Jamaica, Palestine and even on a Navajo 
reservation, this was the poorest table at which I have 
ever eaten.   Yet at the same time, I was simply blown 
away by the hospitality and loving and warm welcome 
we received.
 
We visited Tina's workplace in the city and saw how 
desperate life can be for very young teenagers who 
have had children, and who have needed to escape 
their abusive situations.   We also met another PC
(USA) YAV for lunch in the city who shared with us her 
working and living experience, which to some extent 
has been even more challenging than Tina's.   

 
Having eyeballed Tina's circumstances, and hearing the 
stories of other YAVs, I just want to express to you how 
well our denomination is being served by these very 
gifted, faithful and committed young people.   It brings 
tears to my eyes just thinking about the kind of 
commitment it takes to do what they are doing for a 
year!    You simply cannot be prouder of your Church 
than when you visit these young people in their 
mission surroundings and realize how much of a heart 
they have for this important work they are doing.  I 
believe that this is a clear example of truly living out the 

Gospel in the way Christ has called us to do so, and I 
am humbled by the fact that my daughter grew 

up in two different Presbyterian congregations 
from which she learned this kind of 
commitment to service in Christ.  One of the 
things we learned while visiting the types of 
places where Tina works is that if not for 
these young volunteers coming from our 

church and other committed churches and 
organizations from the U.S., Europe, Australia 

and elsewhere, there would be much less offered 
to Guatemalans in these conditions.
 
As a parent, I am thankful for the way the PC(USA) 
maintains a support program that helps these young 
folks emotionally and spiritually with needed periodic 
retreats, as well as having contact people on the 
ground for personal support.   I am also impressed by 
how the YAVs themselves, who are in proximity to each 
other, work to stay connected to enhance their mutual 
support.
 
Thanks for all you do in support of this important 
program.   This is the type of theologically/spiritually 
sound mission that makes our Church's witness in the 
world unique and relevant!

Presbyterians 
Make a 
Difference in 
Guatemala
Read about it!

Hunter 
Farrell is head of 
Mission Work for 

the PCUSA

YOUNG ADULT 
MISSION 
VOLUNTEERS
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Friendly Faces Needed
Ushers and Greeters are very 

important at Philo Pres!  They greet 
worshippers, make sure everyone 
has a bulletin, welcome 
newcomers and introduce them to 
others, and generally set a warm 
and friendly tone for our Sunday 
morning worship services.   
Usually, Usher/Greeters sign up for 
a month’s service.  

Can you serve in this way in the 
coming year?  There is a sign up 
sheet in the cloak room at church 
or you can call the church, 
684-2317, to let Pastor Cindy 
know which month would work 
best for you.  

Fellowship Team Meets to Organize 
Monthly Gatherings 

Dale Silver and Andrea 
Burbach agreed to serve as co-
chairs of our Fellowship Committee 
this year.  With input from others, 
they will come up with a tentative 
schedule and suggestions about 
possible get-togethers for the 

congregation.  Members 
of the congregation are 
encouraged to sign up to 
host one of the monthly 
events.  

In the recent past, 
Fellowship events 
have included cake & 
coffee after church, 
weinie-roasts, potlucks 
and ice cream socials.  
Some formats tend to get 
repeated.  New ideas get a try out 
from time to time. 

Please consider taking the lead 
in hosting one of these church-
family parties. 

Prayer “Warriors” Wanted
From time to time people turn 

to the church to ask for prayers 
about particular concerns.  Pastor 
Cindy may ask if the person would 
like the request shared with others.  

Our “prayer chain” could use 
some new “links”.  If you would be 
wiling to pray on behalf of others, 

please call Pastor Cindy.  
Thank you!

Sunday School/Wednesday 
Afterschool Program

Mary Simon and her Sunday 
School Staff have lesson topics 
chosen for now through Easter.  
The lessons are fun, easy to teach, 
and give you a chance to get to 
know some of our great kids better.  

Leaders may teach as few as 
one session, and will recieve plenty 
of preparation and support from 
regular teachers Mary, Teri, Terry, 
Karen, Cindy and Michael.  Share 
your faith with someone shorter 
than you.  It’s a blessing to you 
both!

HELP WANTED
I am the Church.   You are the Church.  We are 
the Church - TOGETHER!  

New Directory Coming Together 
Most all of the photos have 
been taken.  Addresses and 
phone numbers are being 
double-checked.  And the 
Directory Committee will meet 
soon to finalize text and 
layout.  SOON we’ll have a 
new directory of members and 
friends.  Watch for it!

Save the Dates:
• Feb 6 - Holy Communion
• Feb 13 - Cookie Fellowship
• Feb 20 - Camp Carew Sunday/Potluck

When is LENT?? Did I miss it??
The Season of Lent, and our Easter 

celebration, come late this year.  Ash 

Wednesday is Mar. 9.  Easter is April 24.

PHILOPRES NEWS
105 e Jefferson, 

Philo Illinois   61864

217-684-2317

philopres@philopres.com

To join in  
Work and 
Worship 

mailto:philopres@philopres.com
mailto:philopres@philopres.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 Men’s 
Group, 9 am
Choir 
Practice, 
6:30 

2 After 
School 
Sunday 
School, 
3-4:30

3 4
Services 
for Ed 
Bowers

5

6
SS, 
Worship, 
Holy 
Communion

7
Session 
Meeting, 
6:30

8 Men’s 
Group, 9 am
Choir 
Practice, 
6:30 

9 After 
School 
Sunday 
School, 
3-4:30

10
Presbytery 
Meeting,
Effingham

11 12 Synod 
Lay Pastor 
Training, 
9:30-3

13
SS & Choir 
Worship
Valentine 
Fellowship

14
Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day

15 Men’s 
Group, 9 am
Choir 
Practice, 
6:30 

16 After 
School 
Sunday 
School, 
3-4:30

17
Comm. on 
Ministry 
Meeting, 
Effingham

18 19

20
SS & 
Worship
Carew/
Potluck

21
President’s 
Day 
No School 
Unit 7

22 Men’s 
Group, 9 am
Choir 
Practice, 
6:30 

23 After 
School 
Sunday 
School, 
3-4:30

224 25 26 Session 
Minute 
Reading 
training?? 

27
SS & Choir 
Worship
PTYG - 
ARron 
Larson’s 
house, 
Tolono, 4-6

28

February 2011

Looking ahead to March:
World Day of Prayer is March 4 
Our theme for Lent will be “The Tree of Life” 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday Service, Mar. 9, 7 pm.
Lenten Soup Suppers are scheduled for Wednesdays beginning Mar. 9  All 
are invited.
A Preparation for Baptism/Confirmation Class will take place during 
Lent, too.  Questions?  Contact Pastor @ 684-2317 


